Percutaneous control of post-traumatic hepatic hemorrhage by gelfoam embolization.
A case is reported in which a male laborer sustained severe hepatic lacerations after a tree fell across his abdomen. Despite intensive resuscitation and a laparotomy, bleeding continued from the liver and a second laparotomy was performed. When this also failed to control the hemorrhage a selective hepatic angiogram showed a false aneurysm in the right lobe of the liver with surrounding hematoma. This was successfully embolized with Gelfoam emboli. Bleeding ceased immediately with an uneventful recovery. The role of embolization in the management of hepatic trauma is discussed, especially in relation to surgical hepatic artery ligation.